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SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS ON H. R. 4823, H. R. 4724 (S. 394) 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
SuBcoMMITTEE No. 2, 
Washington, D. C., Thursday, April 11, 1957. 

The subcommittee convened at 10 a. m., the Hon. Paul J. Kilday 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Kixpay. I understand a minority member will be here in a few 
minutes. 

We will go ahead. 

First, we are going to take up H. R. 4724 and H. R. 43823. There 
is a similar bill which has already passed the Senate, S. 394. 

The title of the Senate bill is “To waive the limitation on the time 
within which a Medal of Honor may be awarded to Comdr. Hugh 

3arr Miller, Jr., United States Navy.” 

Our colleague, Mr. Jones, of Alabama, author of H. R. 4724 is 
present. Do you care to make a statement, Mr. Jones? 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I ap- 
preciate this opportunity to speak a moment in behalf of the two bills, 
to which the ae has just referred. 

The purpose of the bills, Mr. Chairman, is to suspend the statute of 
limitations in order that the Board can consider Comdr. Hugh Barr 
Miller for the Medal of Honor award. 

(The bills referred to are as follows: ) 


[S. 394, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


AN ACT To waive the limitation on the time within which a Medal of Honor may be 
awarded to Commander Hugh Barr Miller, Junior, United States Navy 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That notwithstanding the provisions of sec- 
tion 6248 of title 10 of the United States Code, which establishes limitations of 
time for certain naval awards, a Medal of Honor may be awarded, at any time 
not later than one year subsequent to the date of enactment of this Act, to 
Lieutenant (now Commander) Hugh Barr Miller, Junior, United States Navy, 
for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in'combat with the enemy at the risk 
of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, during World War II. 

Passed the Senate February 11, 1957. 

Attest: FELTON M. JoHNSTON, Secretary. 


[H. R. 4828, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To authorize the award of a Medal of Honor to Commander Hugh Barr Miller, 
Junior, United States Navy 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That notwithstanding the provisions of sec- 
tion 6248 of title 10 of the United States Code, which establishes limitations of 
time for certain naval awards, a Medal of Honor may be awarded, at any time 
not later than one year subsequent to the date of enactment of this Act, to 
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Lieutenant (now Commander) Hugh Barr Miller, Junior, United States Navy, 
for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in combat with the enemy at the risk 
of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, during World War II. 


[H. R. 4724, 85th Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL TO authorize the award of a Medal of Honor to Commander Hugh Barr Miller, 
Junior, United States Navy 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That notwithstanding the provisions of sec- 
tion 6248 of title 10 of the United States Code, which establishes limitations of 
time for certain naval awards, a Medal of Honor may be awarded, at any time 
not later than one year subsequent to the date of enactment of this Act, to 
Lieutenant (now Commander) Hugh Barr Miller, Junior, United States Navy, 
for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in combat with the ene ms 2 at the risk 
of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, during World War 

The Senate report that accompanies the bill, Senate sean No. 55, 
which accompanies S. 394, is complete with documentations and a 
narrative of the incident leading up to the need of this legislation. 

I think that the committee would be fully apprised of what the bill 
seeks to do and the attitude of the agencies with respect to the legisla- 
tion pending before the committee. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Kirpay. Thank you, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Davis of Tennessee, the author of H. R. 4323 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Chairman, permit me to say that Mr. Davis was 
unable to appear since he was engaged in an executive session of the 
Committee on Public Works with important legislation. That ac- 
counts for his absence here this morning. He asked me to express to 
you his deep regrets that he could os be here with me today. 

Mr. Kizpay. I understand Mr. Davis is engaged at the other com- 
mittee. And if he desires to do so, he will be given an opportunity to 
file a statement at this point in the record. 

Mr. Jones. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Kirpay. Thank you, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Kirtpay. Mr. Blandford, do you have a statement with refer- 
ence to this? 

Mr. Buanprorp. Yes sir; I can explain the purpose of the bill and 
the difference between the Senate bill and the two House bills. 

The difference between the Senate bill and the House bills is that 
the Senate bill waives the time limitation within which a Medal of 
Honor may be awarded, while the House bills authorize the award of 
a Medal of Honor. 

The report from the Navy ee in connection with both 
House bills is favorable except that the Navy points out that Com- 
mander Miller now holds a Navy Cross which was awarded for the 

same acts which would be considered as the basis for a Medal of Honor. 
The Navy Department regulations prohibit a double award for a 
same act. It is presumed 'that if the Medal of Honor is awarded, i 
will be awarded in lieu of the Navy Cross. 

The Navy Department also points out that “While the Department 
of the Navy does not object to enactment of this legislation, it should 
be noted that the question of entitlement to an aw rard of a Medal of 
Honor in this case will require consideration on its merits under ap- 
plicable statutes and regulations.” 
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The Senate report contains letters from Admiral Halsey recom- 
mending the Medal of Honor and the following recommended citation 
which explains the heroic exploits of Commander Miller. And I 
quote the recommended citation from Admiral Halsey. If the Medal 
of Honor is awarded, in other words, it will be awarded on this basis: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in combat with the enemy, at the 
risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, and without detriment to the 
mission of his command, while serving on board the U. 8S. 8S. Strong, which was 
sunk in Kula Gulf, British Solomon Islands. on the night of July 4-5, 1943, and 
during a period of 483 days thereafter. Lieutenant Miller assisted in abandon- 
ship operations, during which, with complete disregard for his own safety, he 
extricated two men who were entangled in a line on the ship’s side. He remained 
with his ship until it sank, and although injured by exploding depth charges, 
supported two injured men in the water and placed them in a net. As senior 
officer of a group in 2 floater nets and 2 broken rafts, he directed attempts to 
reach friendly shores for 4 days, and finally succeeded in landing on a smail 
island close to enemy positions. Although weakened by his injuries, he con- 
tinued to direct his party of 1 officer and 4 men in attempts to escape 
capture by the enemy. When Lieutenant Miller could no longer proceed because 
of his injuries, he ordered the men to take all remaining equipment and to leave 
him behind. Thereafter, he lived on coconuts and water and, after being strafed 
and injured by a Japanese plane, succeeded in obtaining 2 hand grenades from 
the body of a dead Japanese, with which he completely destroyed a 5-man enemy 
patrol which was pursuing him. On 3 different nights, Lieutenant Miller attacked 
Japanese machinegun parties with grenades he obtained from the enemy’s dead, 
killing at least 15 additional Japanese. After 39 days on the island, he was 
rescued by friendly aircraft and subsequently furnished our forces with valuable 
information concerning Japanese positions and units. Such information was used 
to great advantage in our campaign against the enemy in the South Pacific area. 
His gallant and courageous conduct was in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the United States naval service. 

There is a Navy witness, Mr. Chairman, with a prepared statement, 
Lieutenant Commander Weller. I presume that this statement covers 
most of what Commander Weller was about to talk about. 

Lieutenant Commander Wetter. You have 

Mr. Kinpay. May I see the statement ? 

Mr. Buanprorp. Yes. 

Mr. Rivers. Where is the man now? Where is Commander Miller 
now ? 

Lieutenant Commander Weiter. Commander Miller is at the naval 
air station, Pensacola, sir, on the legal staff. 

Mr. Rivers. I met that fellow in Guantanamo, Cuba. 

Lieutenant Commander Wetier. He was down there; yes, sir. 

Mr. Rivers. I know him well. 

Mr. Kimpay. You may go ahead in your statement, Commander. 

Lieutenant Commander Wetter. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am Lt. Comdr. 
tichard H. Weller, Bureau of Naval Personnel. I have been re- 
quested to represent the Department of the Navy in the hearing on 
this bill. 

The purpose of S. 394 is to waive the time within which a Medal of 
Honor may be awarded to Comdr. Hugh Barr Miller. A congres- 
sional waiver is essential before Comdr. Hugh Barr Miller can be 
considered for the Medal of Honor. Section 6248, title 10, United 
States Code, provides, in effect, (1) that an award must be made 
within 5 years after the date of the act or service justifying the 
award; and (2) the statement describing the act or service and 
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recommending official recognition must have been submitted within 
3 years. S. 394 will remove these limitations. 

S. 394, then, is one step in an evolutionary process; initiated by 
Fleet Adm. William F. Halsey in the spring of 1956, when, with a 
full array of Commander Miller’ s heroic exploits in front of him, he 
decided that his original, in-the-field award of a Navy Cross fell 
short of appropriate recognition and that Commander Miller deserved 
his country’s highest award for heroism. Accordingly, Admiral 
Halsey prepared a recommendation for the Medal of Honor, and an 
accompanying citation which vividly compresses a narr ative of epic 
proportions. 

I had intended to read Admiral Halsey’s proposed citation into the 
record, but inasmuch as Mr. Blandford has so done, I will proceed. 

Admiral Halsey forwarded his recommendation to the Chief of 
Naval Personnel. An exchange of correspondence brought to light 
the aforementioned statute of limitations and the need for special 
legislation. 

The enactment of S. 394 will mark an important stage of develop- 
ment in the evolutionary process which may culminate in Comdr. 
Hugh Barr Miller’s being awarded the Medal of Honor. The Naval 
Board of Decorations and Medals will be able to examine Comdr. 
Hugh Barr Miller’s case on its merit and submit their findings to the 
Secretary of the Navy, who, in turn, will make his recommendation 
to the President. 

The Navy Department interposes no objection to the enactment of 
this bill. 

Mr. Kirpay. Thank you, Commander. We will consider the bill in 
executive session. 

Thank you, sir. 





